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Biden calls for 3-month suspension of gas and diesel taxes 


From Front 


By JOSH BOAK 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden on Wednes- 
day called on Congress to 
suspend federal gasoline 
and diesel taxes for three 
months — an election-year 
move meant to ease fi- 
nancial pressures that was 
greeted with doubts by 
many lawmakers. 

The Democratic president 
also called on states to sus- 
pend their own gas taxes 
or provide similar relief, 
and he delivered a public 
critique of the energy in- 
dustry for prioritizing profits 
over production. It would 
take action by lawmakers 
in Washington and in state- 
houses across the country 
to actually bring relief to 
consumers. 

"It doesn't reduce all the 
pain but it will be a big 
help," Biden said, using the 
bully pulpit when his ad- 
ministration believes it has 
run out of direct levers to 
address soaring gas prices. 
"I'm doing my part. | want 
Congress, states and indus- 
try to do their part as well." 
At issue is the 18.4 cents-a- 
gallon federal tax on gas 
and the 24.4 cents-a-gallon 
federal tax on diesel fuel. If 
the gas savings were fully 
passed along to consum- 
ers, people would save 
roughly 3.6% at the pump 
when prices are averaging 
about $5 a gallon nation- 
wide. 

Biden's push faces uphill 
odds in Congress, which 
must act in order to sus- 
pend the tax, and where 
many lawmakers, includ- 
ing some in his own party, 


have expressed _ reserva- 
tions. Even many econo- 
mists view the idea of a gas 
tax holiday with skepticism. 
Democratic House Speak- 
er Nancy Pelosi offered a 
noncommittal response 
to Biden's proposal, say- 
ing she would look to see 
if there was support for it in 
Congress. 

"We will see where the 
consensus lies on a path 
forward for the president's 
proposal in the House and 
the Senate," Pelosi said. 

In his speech, Biden tied 
higher energy prices to 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine 
and said, "defending free- 
dom, defending democ- 
racy was not going to go 
without cost for the Ameri- 
can people and the rest of 
the free world." The presi- 
dent noted that lawmakers 
backed sanctions against 
Russia and aiding Ukraine 
despite the risks of inflation 
from resulting energy and 
food shortages. 
Democrats, Republicans 
and independents in Con- 
gress chose to support 
Ukraine, "knowing full well 
the cost," he said. 

"So for all those Republicans 
in Congress criticizing me 
today for high gas prices in 
America: Are you now say- 
ing you were wrong to sup- 
port Ukraine?" Biden said. 
"Are you saying that we 
would rather have lower 
gas prices in America than 
(Russian President Vladimir) 
Putin's iron fist in Europe? | 
don't believe that. " 

The president said "states 
are now in a strong posi- 
tion to be able to afford 
to take some of these ac- 
tions," thanks to federal 
support from the 2021 CO- 


VID-19 relief bill. But there 
is nO guarantee that states 
will tap into their budgets 
to suspend their taxes on 
gas or to deliver rebates to 
consumers, as Biden is re- 
questing. 

Barack Obama, during 
the 2008 presidential cam- 
paign, called the idea of a 
gas tax holiday a "gimmick" 
that allowed politicians to 
"say that they did some- 
thing." He also warned that 
oil companies could offset 
the tax relief by increasing 
their prices. 

The administration is saying 
that gas tax suspensions at 
the federal and state lev- 
els as well as energy com- 
panies pouring their profits 
into production and refin- 
ing capacity could cut gas 
prices by $1 a gallon. 

High gas prices pose a fun- 
damental threat to Biden's 
electoral and policy am- 
bitions. They've caused 
confidence in the econ- 
omy to slump to lows that 
bode poorly for defending 
Democratic control of the 
House and the Senate in 
November. 

Biden's past efforts to cut 
gas _ prices including 
the release of oil from the 
U.S. strategic reserve and 
greater ethanol blending 
this summer — have not 
delivered savings at the 
pump, a risk that carries 
over to the idea of a gas 
tax holiday. 

The president can do re- 
markably little to fix prices 
that are set by global mar- 
kets, profit-driven compa- 


nies, consumer demand 
and aftershocks from Rus- 
sia's invasion of Ukraine 


and the embargoes that 
followed. The underlying 


problem is a shortage of oil 
and refineries that produce 
gas, a challenge a tax holi- 
day cannot necessarily fix. 
Mark Zandi, chief econo- 
mist at Moody's Analytics, 
estimated that the major- 
ity of the 8.6% inflation seen 
over the past 12 months in 
the U.S. comes from higher 
commodity prices due to 
Russia's invasion and con- 
tinued disruptions from the 
coronavirus. 

"In. the immediate near 
term, it is critical to stem the 
increase in oil prices," Zandi 
said last week, suggesting 
that Saudi Arabia, the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates and a nu- 
clear deal with Iran could 
help to boost supplies and 
lower prices. Republican 
lawmakers have tried to 
shift more blame to Biden, 
saying he created a hostile 
environment for domestic 
oil producers, causing their 
output to stay below pre- 
pandemic levels. 

Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell mocked 
the gas tax holiday as 
an "ineffective stunt" in a 
Wednesday floor speech. 
"This ineffective adminis- 
tration's big new idea is a 
silly proposal that senior 
members of their own party 
have already shot down 
well in advance," he said. 
Rep. Peter DeFazio, the 
Democratic chairman of 
the House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Com- 
mittee, said he would not 
support suspending the gas 
tax. "I'm going to be work- 
ing against it. | have the 
largest committee in Con- 
gress, so we'll see." 

DeFazio said a_ better 
course would be to tax 
oil Companies on "wind- 


fall profits." House Majority 
Leader Steny Hoyer, D-Md., 
said he would look at the 
proposal because Biden 
has proposed it. 

"What I'm not sure is that it 
in fact will have the intend- 
ed effect in terms of the 
retail price, whether in fact 
we will save the consumer 
money," Hoyer said. "Do | 
think we have the votes? 
We haven't counted, so we 
don't know yet." 
Administration officials said 
the $10 billion cost of the 
gas tax holiday would be 
paid for and the Highway 
Trust Fund kept whole, even 
though the gas taxes make 
up a substantial source of 
revenue for the fund. The 
officials did not specify any 
new revenue sources. 

The president has also 
called on energy compa- 
nies to accept lower profit 
margins to increase oil pro- 
duction and refining ca- 
pacity for gasoline. 

This has increased tensions 
with oil producers: Biden 
has judged the companies 
to be making "more money 
than God." That kicked off 
a chain of events in which 
the head of Chevron, Mi- 
chael Wirth, sent a letter 
to the White House saying 
that the administration "has 
largely sought to criticize, 
and at times vilify, our in- 
dustry." 

Asked about the letter, 
Biden said of Wirth: "He's 
mildly sensitive. | didn't 
know they'd get their feel- 
ings hurt that quickly." 
Energy companies are 
scheduled to meet Thurs- 
day with Energy Secre- 
tary Jennifer Granholm to 
discuss ways to increase 


supply.L) 


British Open allows golfers from Saudi-backed series to Bey 


ST. ANDREWS, Scotland 
(AP) — Players who have 
joined the new Saudi Ara- 
bia-funded league will still 
be allowed to compete 
at the British Open next 
month, organizers said on 
Wednesday. 

The U.S. Open had al- 
lowed players who were 
banned by the PGA Tour 
for signing up to the LIV 
Golf series to play at last 
week's tournament. 


"Players who are exempt 
or have earned a place 
through qualifying — for 
the 150th Open in accor- 
dance with the entry terms 
and conditions will be able 
to compete in the Cham- 
pionship at St. Andrews," 
R&A chief executive Mar- 
tin Slumbers said in a state- 
ment. 

The world's oldest major 
championship begins July 
14. 


"The Open is golf's original 
championship and since 
it was first played in 1860, 
openness has been fun- 
damental to its ethos and 
unique appeal,” Slumbers 
said. 

Phil Mickelson and Dustin 
Johnson headlined LIV 
Golf's inaugural tourna- 
ment held this month out- 
side London and won by 
former Masters champion 
Charl Schwarizel, who col- 


lected $4.75 million. The 
league is bankrolled by 
Saudi Arabia's Public In- 
vestment Fund.Mickelson, 
a six-time major champion 


who has become the face 
of the LIV league, missed 
the cut at The Country 
Club last week. He won 
the British Open in 2013.2) 


By FATIMA HUSSEIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — It's 
Groundhog Day at the IRS. 
After digging out of a 
daunting backlog from 
2021, the agency has an 
even bigger backup for 
this tax season than it did a 
year ago and its pace for 
processing paper returns is 
slowing down, according 
to a watchdog report re- 
leased Wednesday. 

The National Taxpayer Ad- 
vocate, an independent 
watchdog within the IRS, 
also said taxpayers are 
experiencing longer wait 
times on the telephone, 
and delays in processing 
paper returns have been 
running six months to one 
year. 

The report on taxpayer 
challenges, which must be 
submitted twice a year to 
Congress, comes one day 
after the Internal Revenue 
Service announced that it 
is on track to eliminate its 
2021 backlog of tax returns 
this week. 

The Objectives Report to 
Congress contains propos- 
als for lawmakers to con- 
sider going forward. 

“When | released my An- 
nual Report to Congress six 
months ago, | wrote that 
‘Paper is the IRS’s Kryp- 
tonite, and the agency is 
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‘Groundhog Day’ at IRS: Returns pile up, phone delays worsen 


A portion of the 1040 U.S. Individual Income Tax Return form is shown July 24, 2018, in New York. 


still buried in it,’” National 
Taxpayer Advocate Erin 
Collins wrote in the report. 
“Fast forward to this Objec- 
tives Report: It’s Ground- 
hog Day.” 

She added: “At the end of 
May, the IRS had a larger 
backlog of paper tax re- 
turns than it did a year ago, 
and its pace of processing 
paper tax returns was slow- 
ing.” 

Collins, who serves as an 
IRS ombudsman, said of the 
agency’s problems: “The 
math is daunting.” 
According to the report, at 


the end of May the agency 
had a backlog of 21.3 mil- 
lion unprocessed paper 
tax returns, an increase of 
1.3 million over the same 
time last year. The agency 
fell short on its goal to bring 
on 5,473 new employees 
to process returns, with just 
2,056 employees hired. 
Additionally, phone wait 
times increased to 29 min- 
utes on average, com- 
pared with last year’s 
20-minute average wait 
time. 

“That the backlog contin- 
ues to grow is deeply con- 
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cerning, primarily because 
millions of taxpayers have 
been waiting six months or 
more to receive their re- 
funds,” Collins said. 

Jodie Reynolds, a spokes- 
person for the IRS, said the 
report’s numbers “are nei- 
ther the most accurate nor 
most recent figures.” 
“Today, the IRS is running 
well ahead of tax return 
processing compared to a 
year ago,” Reynolds said. 
“The IRS continues to make 
substantial progress on the 
inventory,” bringing on new 
contractors, shifting staff 


and mandating employee 
overtime, she said. 

In a joint letter to Sen. Ron 
Wyden, D-Ore., who heads 
the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee, Treasury Deputy 
Secretary Wally Adeyemo 
and IRS = Commissioner 
Chuck Rettig said that 
roughly six to eight IRS em- 
ployees manually handle 
each paper return that is 
filed. 

“What the agency requires 
to avoid a crisis like this 
in the future is sustained, 
multi-year funding to invest 
in overhauling antiquated 
technology, improving tax- 
payer service, and increas- 
ing voluntary compliance,” 
the letter said. 

“Those resources will be 
crucial to automating op- 
erations to increase effi- 
ciency.” 

Tony Reardon, president 
of the National Treasury 
Employees Union, — said 
“no one feels the pres- 
sure about backlogs more 
than the front-line workers 
who have been plowing 
through that paperwork for 
months now.” 

“Employees working on the 
backlogs have been doing 
so at IRS facilities around 
the country throughout 
the pandemic,” and have 
been working overtime to 
address the logjam.) 


U.S. importing baby formula from 
Mexico to ease shortage 


By ZEKE MILLER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration an- 
nounced Wednesday 
that it is providing logisti- 
cal support to import the 
equivalent of about 16 mil- 
lion 8-ounce baby formula 
bottles from Mexico starting 
this weekend, as part of its 
efforts to ease nationwide 
supply shortages caused 
by the closure of the largest 
U.S. manufacturing plant. 
The Department of Health 
and Human Services _ is 
expediting the travel of 
trucks that will drive about 
1 million pounds of Ger- 
ber Good Start Gentle in- 
fant formula from a Nestlé 
plant to U.S. retailers, the 


White House said, nearly 
doubling the amount im- 
ported to the U.S. to date. 
Cargo flights from Europe 
and Australia already have 
brought baby formula into 
the U.S., including two new 
rounds of air shioments that 
begin this weekend. 

The White House has been 
working to make supply 
more available as it has 
faced pressure from par- 
ents over supply issues af- 
ter regulators in February 
shuttered a Michigan plant 
run by Abbott that is the 
largest domestic manufac- 
turer of baby formula over 
safety concerns. The plant 
reopened on June 4 af- 
ter the company commit- 
ted to additional sanitizing 


and safety protocols, but 
shuttered again more than 
a week ago after severe 
weather caused damage 
to the plant. 

The company said it needs 
time to assess damage and 
re-sanitize the factory after 
severe thunderstorms and 
heavy rains swept through 
southwestern Michigan on 
June 13. 

Last month, the Food and 
Drug Administration moved 
to ease federal import 
regulations to allow baby 
formula to be shipped to 
the U.S., and Biden autho- 
rized the use of the Defense 
Production Act to provide 
federal support to move 
formula from overseas into 
the U.S. 


4199 2 as 


Baby formula is displayed on the shelves of a grocery store in 


Carmel, Ind. on May 10, 2022. 


Wednesday's 
ment also 


announce- 
includes air 
shipments of 1.65 million 
8-ounce bottle equiva- 
lents of Nestle NAN Supre- 
mepro 2 infant formula 
from Germany to Texas this 
weekend, and 5.5 million 
8-ounce bottle equivalents 
of Bubs infant formula in 
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two shipments on June 26 
and July 5. 

The White House — says 
that by June 26, it efforts, 
dubbed “Operation Fly For- 
mula,” will have brought 32 
flights and almost 19 million 
8-ounce bottle equivalents 
of infant formula into the 


U.S.) 
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Man found not responsible for Times Square vehicle rampage 


By TOM HAYS 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — A man 
who drove his car through 
crowds of people in Times 
Square in 2017, killing a 
young tourist and maim- 
ing helpless pedestrians, 
was cleared of responsibil- 
ity Wednesday because of 
mental illness. 

A jury in New York City ac- 
cepted an insanity de- 
fense claiming Richard Ro- 
jas was so psychologically 
disturbed he didn’t know 
what he was doing. 

The judge has said the find- 
ing would qualify Rojas for 
an open ended “involun- 
tary mental commitment” 
instead of a lengthy prison 
term. He ordered Rojas 
held while he drafts an ex- 
amination order, and said 
there would be a hearing 
on the matter Thursday. 
Rojas, 31, who was impas- 
sive throughout the trial, 
had no visible reaction to 
a verdict reached after less 
than two days of delibera- 
tions. 

The defendant was ac- 
cused in an attack that in- 
jured more than 20 people 
and killed Alyssa Elsman, 
18, of Michigan, who was 
visiting the popular tourist 
destination with her family. 
The jury was instructed that 
if it found prosecutors had 
proven elements of murder 
and assault charges, it also 


Richard Rojas, right, appears in court for the start of his trial in New York on May 9, 2022. 


had to decide whether or 
not Rojas “lacked respon- 
sibility by reason of mental 
disease or defect.” 

Rojas’ attorney Enrico De- 
Marco told reporters out- 
side court that the verdict 
“right and humane,” add- 
ing that winning over the 
jury was an uphill battle 
“because it was such a hor- 
rible act.” 

In a statement, District At- 
torney Alvin Bragg said his 
office’s “condolences con- 
tinue to be with the fam- 
ily, friends and loved ones 
of Alyssa Elsman, who suf- 
fered a terrible and tragic 


loss, and all of the victims of 
this horrific incident.” 

Jyll Elsman, the mother of 
Alyssa, reacted with dismay 
in a social media message. 
“Really the only thing | 
have to say is if this had 
happened to any of the ju- 
ror’s children — would they 
still have said ‘not respon- 
sible’ ?” she wrote. 

The trial, which began early 
last month, featured testi- 
mony from victims who suf- 
fered severe injuries from 
what prosecutors labeled 
“a horrific, depraved act.” 

On the defense side, family 
members testified how Ro- 
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jas descended into para- 
noia after he was kicked 
out of the Navy in 2014. 
That Rojas was behind the 
wheel of the car was never 
in doubt. Multiple security 
videos showed him emerg- 
ing from the vehicle after it 
crashed. That put the focus 
of the case on his mental 
state. 

In his closing argument, 
prosecutor Alfred Peter- 
son conceded that Rojas 
was having a_ psychotic 
episode, including hear- 
ing voices, at the time of 
the rampage. But Peterson 
argued Rojas showed he 


wasn't entirely detached 
from reality by maneuver- 
ing his vehicle onto the 
sidewalk and driving with 
precision for three blocks, 
mowing down people until 
he crashed. 

One victim's pelvis was sep- 
arated from her spine. Doc- 
tors were certain she would 
die, but she somehow sur- 
vived. Elsman’s younger 
sister Eva, then 13, testified 
during the trial about her 
own injuries: broken ribs, 
a collapsed lung, a com- 
pound leg fracture and 
other wounds that kept her 
in the hospital for weeks. 
“The defendant made a 
decision that day,” the 
prosecutor, Peterson, said. 
“He made a choice. 

He went to the ‘crossroads 
of the world,’ a high pro- 
fille place where everyone 
knows there’s lots and lots 
of people.” 

Once there, he was “in full 
control of his car,” he add- 
ed. 

DeMarco told jurors “there 
should be no doubt” his cli- 
ent met the legal standard 
for an insanity finding. The 
evidence, the lawyer said, 
showed Rojas “lacked a 
substantial capacity to 
know what he was doing 
was wrong” because of an 
underlying illness — schizo- 
phrenia, as diagnosed by 
a defense psychiatrist who 
testified.) 
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Police personnel confer outside the entrance to the Castro Muni 


Metro station following a shooting in San Francisco, Wednesday, 
June 22, 2022. 


By OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ and 
JANIE HAR 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
One man was killed and 
another was wounded in a 
shooting on a packed sub- 
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way train in San Francisco 
Wednesday morming, po- 
lice said. 

“There was an altercation 
between folks who may 
have known each other 
inside the subway before 


San Francisco subway train shooting 
kills 1, wounds another 


it stopped in Castro,” said 
Supervisor Rafael Mandel- 
man, who represents the 
Castro District. Mandelman 
said that while the person 
who was killed appeared 
to be part of the alterca- 
tion, the second man who 
was shot and wounded is 
believed to have been an 
innocent bystander. 

san Francisco police 
spokeswoman Officer Kath- 
ryn Winters said Wednes- 
day’s shooting is believed 
to have been the first ever 
on a train with the San Fran- 
cisco Municipal Transporta- 
tion Agency — also known 
as Muni. The agency oper- 
ates most public transpor- 
tation in the city, including 


trains, buses, streetcars and 
San Francisco’s iconic ca- 
ble cars. 

The shooting happened 
around 10 a.m. on a Muni 
train traveling between the 
Forest Hill and Castro sta- 
tions. 

“When the train stopped, 
the perpetrator ran out, 
along with all of the people 
on the packed train,” said 
Supervisor Myrna Melgar, 
who represents the Forest 
Hill neighborhood. 

Police were looking for a 
man described only as 
wearing dark clothes and 
a dark hooded jacket. 
Winters said all Muni trains 
and subway stations have 
cameras, and police were 


reviewing the footage. 

The station where the sus- 
pect ran out is at the heart 
of San Francisco's famous 
Castro neighborhood, 
which — is — internationally 
known for its LGBTQ activ- 
ism. The shooting comes 
just four days before San 
Francisco's Pride parade, 
which — typically — draws 
thousands of people from 
around the world, and 
people are on edge amid 
a wave of threats to the 
LGBTQ community. 

Winters said the shooting 
doesn't appear to have 
targeted the LGBTQ com- 
munity or to be connected 
to the weekend’s upcom- 
ing Pride events.L) 


By FAZEL RAHMAN FAIZI 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
— A powerful earthquake 
struck a rugged, moun- 
tainous region of eastern 
Afghanistan early Wednes- 
day, flattening stone and 
mud-brick homes and kill- 
ing at least 1,000 people 
in the country’s deadliest 
quake in two decades, the 
state-run news agency re- 
ported. 

An estimated 1,500 others 
were reported injured, and 
officials said the death toll 
could rise. 

The disaster inflicted by 
the 6.1-magnitude quake 
posed a major test for Af- 
ghanistan’'s Taliban govern- 
ment, which retook power 
nearly 10 months ago as 
the U.S. and its NATO allies 
withdrew from the coun- 
try and has been largely 
shunned by the rest of the 
world since. 

In a rare move, the Tal- 
iban’s supreme leader, 
Haibatullah Akhundzadah, 
who almost never appears 
in public, pleaded with the 
international §=community 
and humanitarian organi- 
zations “to help the Afghan 
people affected by this 
great tragedy and to spare 
no effort to help the affect- 
ed people.” 


Residents in the remote 


In this photo released by a state-run news agency Bakhtar, Afghans look at destruction caused 
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Afghanistan quake kills 1,000 people, deadliest in decades 
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by an earthquake in the province of Paktika, eastern Afghanistan, Wednesday, June 22, 2022. 


area near the Pakistani 
border searched for vic- 
tims dead or alive by dig- 
ging with their bare hands 
through the rubble, ac- 
cording to footage shown 
by the Bakhtar news agen- 
cy. 

Itwas notimmediately clear 
if heavy rescue equipment 
was being sent, or even if it 
could reach the area. 

At least 2,000 homes were 
destroyed in the region, 


where on average every 
home has seven or eight 
people living in it, said 
Ramiz Alakbarov, the U.N. 
deputy special representa- 
tive to Afghanistan. 

The full extent of the de- 
struction among the vil 
lages tucked in the moun- 
tains was slow in coming to 
light. Rutted roads difficult 
to pass in the best of times 
may have been badly 
damaged, and landslides 
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from recent rains made ac- 
cess even more difficult. 

Rescuers rushed in by heli- 
copter, but the relief effort 
could be hindered by the 
exodus of many interna- 
tional aid agencies from 
Afghanistan after the Tal- 
iban takeover last August. 
Moreover, most govern- 
ments are wary of dealing 
directly with the Taliban. 

In a sign of the muddled 
workings between the Tal- 


iban and the rest of the 
world, Alakbarov — said 
the Taliban had not for- 
mally requested that the 
U.N. mobilize international 
search-and-rescue teams 
or obtain equipment from 
neighboring countries to 
supplement the few dozen 
ambulances and _ several 
helicopters sent in by Af- 
ghan authorities. 

The disaster only com- 
pounds the misery in Af- 
ghanistan, which is already 
deep in one of the world’s 
worst humanitarian crises, 
with millions facing increas- 
ing hunger and poverty af- 
ter the cutoff of internation- 
al financing to the Taliban. 
That has prompted a huge 
aid program, but to avoid 
putting money in the Tal- 
iban’s hands, the world has 
funneled funding through 
the U.N. and other humani- 
tarian agencies, a system 
that may be too slow for 
an emergency response to 
the quake. 

The quake was centered in 
Paktika province, about 50 
kilometers (31 miles) south- 
west of the city of Khost, 
according to neighboring 
Pakistan’s Meteorological 
Department. Experts put its 
depth at just 10 kilometers 
(6 miles). Shallow earth- 
quakes tend to cause more 
damage.l) 


China says Ukraine crisis has sounded alarm for humanity 


BEIJING (AP) — The conflict 
in Ukraine has “sounded an 
alarm for humanity,” Chi- 
nese leader Xi Jinping said 
Wednesday, as China con- 
tinues to assume a position 
of neutrality while backing 
its ally Russia. 

China has refused to criti- 
cize Russia’s war in Ukraine 
or even to refer to it as an 
invasion in deference to 
Moscow, while also con- 
demning U.S.-led sanctions 
against Russia and accus- 
ing the West of provoking 
Moscow. 

“The Ukraine crisis has 
again sounded the alarm 
for humanity. 

Countries will surely end up 
in security hardships if they 
place blind faith in their po- 
sitions of strength, expand 
military alliances, and seek 


their own safety at the ex- 
pense of others,” the offi- 
cial Xinhua News Agency 
quoted Xi as saying. 

Xi, who did not propose 
any solutions, was speak- 
ing at the opening of a vir- 
tual business forum of the 
“BRICS” countries — Brazil, 
Russia, India, China, and 
South Africa. 

In other comments, Xi said 
imposing sanctions could 
act as a “boomerang” and 
a “double-edged sword,” 
and that the global com- 
munity would suffer from 
“politicizing, mechanizing 
and weaponizing” global 
economic trends and fi- 
nancial flows. 

Xi also said China would 
seek to reduce the dam- 
age to international supply 
chains caused by the CO- 


VID-19 pandemic, which it 
has confronted with a hard- 
line policy of lockdowns 
and quarantines, despite 
a diminishing number of 
cases and the increasing 
economic cost. 

China’s increasingly as- 
sertive foreign policy and 
drive to dominate global 
markets have prompted a 
backlash in the U.S., Europe 
and elsewhere, including 
calls to replace Chinese 
suppliers and reduce reli- 
ance on the Chinese econ- 
omy. 

Xi called for nations to work 
together on such. issues, 
saying efforts to “build a 
small courtyard with high 
walls” was in no one’s inter- 
est. 

“Economic globalization is 
an objective requirement 


In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping delivers a keynote speech in virtual format 
for the opening ceremony of the BRICS Business Forum on 


Wednesday, June 22, 2022. 


for the development of 
productive forces and an 
iresistiole historical trend,” 
Xi said. 

“Going backwards in histo- 


Associated Press 


ry and trying to block oth- 
er people’s road will only 
block your own road in the 
end,” he said.) 
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Thousands of Dutch farmers protest, fearing government cuts 


By ALEKSANDAR FURTULA 
Associated Press 

STROE, Netherlands (AP) 
— Thousands of farmers 
gathered in the central 
Netherlands Wednesday 
to protest the Dutch gov- 
ernment’s plans to rein in 
emissions of nitrogen oxide 
and ammonia, driving their 
tractors across the Nether- 
lands and snarling traffic on 
major highways. 

The protest was organized 
earlier this month after the 
government published na- 
tionwide targets for reduc- 
ing emissions, sparking an- 
ger from farmers who claim 
their livelinoods and those 
of thousands of people 
who work in the agricultur- 
al service industry are on 
the line. Calling it an “un- 
avoidable transition,” the 
government mandated 
reductions in emissions of 
up to 70% in many places 
close to protected nature 
areas and as high as 95% in 
other places. The govern- 
ment has been forced to 
act after courts in recent 
years began blocking per- 
mits for infrastructure and 
housing projects because 
the country was missing its 
emissions targets. 
Organizers said some 
40,000 farmers converged 
on a green field in the small 
agricultural village of Stroe, 


Dutch farmers protesting against the government's plans to reduce emissions of nitrogen oxide 
and ammonia gather for a demonsiration at Stroe, Netherlands, Wednesday, June 22, 2022. 
Associated Press 


about 70 kilometers (45 
miles) east of the capital, 
Amsterdam. A stage was 
set up for speakers to ad- 
dress the crowd and mu- 
sic blared out of speakers 
while children bounced in 
a giant inflatable pig. 

Farmers hooted their trac- 
tors’ horns as they drove 
onto the field, where a 
banner on a truck read, in 
Dutch, “What The Hague 
chooses is deeply sad for 
the farmer,” a reference to 


lawmakers in the city that 
houses the Netherlands’ 
parliament. Another ban- 
ner on a tractor said: “We 
can no longer be stopped.” 
Marijn van Heun, a 23-year- 
old dairy farmer from the 
central Utrecht province, 
said the government plans 
were stripping young farm- 
ers of their futures. 

“We cannot invest. Our fa- 
thers, Our uncles, cannot 
invest in the future. And so 
as young farmers we also 


have no prospect of ... tak- 
ing over a farm,” he said. 
The national infrastructure 
authority urged motorists 
to delay travel as slow- 
moving convoys of trac- 
tors defied appeals not to 
use highways as they drove 
toward the demonstration. 
The traffic chaos continued 
throughout the day. 

As tractors returned home, 
some farmers blocked a 
highway. Earlier, in The 
Hague, a few dozen farm- 
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ers and their support- 
ers, some wearing T-shirts 
with the text “No farmers, 
no food,” gathered for a 
breakfast before head- 
ing to the protest. “This is 
where the rules are made,” 
said dairy farmer Jaap 
Zegwaard, who parked his 
tractor on the edge of a 
park in the city. “Iwas asked 
to come here and provide 
breakfast so we can show 
we are food producers, not 
pollution producers.” 

The ruling coalition has ear- 
marked an extra 24.3 bil- 
lion euros ($25.6 billion) to 
finance changes that will 
likely make many farm- 
ers drastically reduce their 
number of livestock or to 
get rid of them altogether. 
The plans, which have to 
be carried out by provin- 
cial governments, have 
been opposed even by 
members of Prime Minis- 
ter Mark Rutte’s own party 
and other members of his 
coalition. Provincial gov- 
ernments have been given 
a year to formulate plans to 
meet the reduction targets. 
One government lawmak- 
er, Tjeerd de Groot, tweet- 
ed that he had planned to 
attend to discuss the plan 
with farmers but called off 
his trip on the advise of a 
government security agen- 


cy.) 


Royals thank Caribbean 


By SYLVIA HUI 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — Queen 
Elizabeth Il and her grand- 
son Prince William paid trib- 
ute Wednesday to Britain's 


A view of National Windrush Monument unveiled at Waterloo 


Caribbean immigrants 
for their “profound con- 
tribution” to the U.K., as a 
national monument was 
unveiled in London to cel- 
ebrate the migrants’ work 


Station in London, Wednesday, June 22, 2022. 


Associated Press 


migrants for 


to help rebuild Britain after 
World War Il. 

William and his wife, Kate, 
unveiled the statue de- 
picting aman, woman and 
child standing atop suitcas- 
es at London's Waterloo 
train station. In his soeech, 
William highlighted the rac- 
ism faced by thousands 
who journeyed to Britain 
in the post-war years, and 
said it still affects their de- 
scendants today. 
“Discrimination remains an 
all too familiar experience 
for Black men and women 
in Britain in 2022,” he said. 
William referred to a British 
government scandal that 
“profoundly wronged” tens 
of thousands who travelled 
to Britain between 1948 
and 1973 after the govern- 


contribution 


ment called on colonies to 
send workers amid post- 
war labor shortages. The 
new arrivals were called 
the “Windrush generation” 
after the Empire Windrush, 
the ship that brought the 
first 500 migrants to British 
shores in 1948. 


In 2018, the Windrush 
scandal revealed — that 
thousands of Caribbean 


migrants who had _ lived 
and worked legally in the 
U.K. for decades were en- 
snared by tough new rules 
designed to crack down 
on illegal immigration. 

Scores lost their jobs, homes 
and the right to free medi- 
cal care because they 
didn’t have the paper- 
work to prove their status. 
Some were detained, and 


to the UK 


an unknown number were 
deported to countries they 
barely remembered. 
Britain’s government apol- 
ogized and offered com- 
pensation, but many have 
complained that the claim- 
ing process is too Cumber- 
some and the payments 
offered aren't high enough 
to make up for harm done 
by the British government. 
“Alongside celebrating 
the diverse fabric of our 
families, our communities 
and our society as a whole 
something the Windrush 
generation has contributed 
so much to it is also impor- 
tant to acknowledge the 
ways in which the future 
they sought and deserved 
has yet to come to pass,” 
William said.) 


By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 

HAVANA (AP) — Olga Lidia 
Lahera lives with her daugh- 
ter and two granddaugh- 
ters in a tiny 15-square- 
meter (160-square-foot) 
apartment with peeling 
plaster walls that has barely 
enough room for a shelf 
with pots and a_ rickety 
sofa bed. A cloth curtain 
separates the space they 
use to wash up. There is 
no bathroom. A bit farther 
down Gloria Street in the 
Talla Piedra neighborhood 
of Old Havana, Anet Ayala 
and her brother Wilmedis 
live on the second floor of 
an old building with cracks 
in the walls and ceilings so 
big that air, light and even 
water can pass through. 
The first storm of the 2022 
hurricane season, which 
hit Cuba in mid-June, col- 
lapsed or damaged doz- 
ens of homes in the capital 
that were already in poor 
condition, tearing off piec- 
es of roof, balconies and 
facades. 

That highlighted one of Cu- 
ba’s main social problems: 
a shortage of quality hous- 
ing caused by decades of 
inadequate maintenance, 
a lack of new housing and 
impediments facing peo- 
ple trying to fix up their own 
homes. 

An official review last year 
found that the island of 
11.3 million people had 3.9 
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Storm's damages put focus on Cuba's dire housing crisis 


Anet Ayala and her dog peer from her balcony in Havana, Cuba, Monday, June 13, 2022 
Associated Press 


million homes at the end of 
2020, almost 40% of which 
were just in fair to poor 
condition. Cuba needed 
another 862,000 homes to 
adequately house its peo- 
ple up from an officially 
estimated shortfall of about 
500,000 in 2005. 

The government an- 
nounced a mgjor national 
program to solve the prob- 
lem in 2018, but the latest 
official figures show a dra- 
matic drop in recent con- 
struction as the country has 
struggled with a pandem- 
ic-stricken economy and 
tighter US. sanctions. 


In 2019, 44,000 homes were 
built 35% by the state and 
65% by individual fami- 
lies. In 2020, that number 
dropped to 32,000 43% by 
the state and 57% by indi- 
viduals. Last year, about 
18,000 units were built (47% 
by the state and 53% by in- 
dividuals). There are no of- 
ficial figures for the current 
year. 

That leaves families like Ay- 
ala’s with little option. 
“When it rains here every- 
thing gets wet, furniture, 
the refrigerator. We have 
nowhere to move. things 
to,” said Ayala, trying to 


control her emotion while 
showing the effects of the 
latest downpours, including 
a strong musty smell. 
“Tomorrow a wind. will 
come and this (roof) will fall 
on us and we will be two 
more dead,” said Ayala, 
36, whose face is partially 
paralyzed after surgery for 
a brain tumor. 

She and her brother Wil- 
medis Horta Ayala, a 
39-year-old physical edu- 
cation teacher at a pri- 
mary school, filled out all 
kinds of paperwork to get 
authorization to legally fix 
the place, which is about a 


century old, but the build- 
ing permit mandatory in 
Cuba was never issued. 
Lahera, 65, was a state em- 
ployee until she requested 
sick leave. The four of them 
live off what the Cuban 
state give her daughter to 
take care of her and the 
girls. “When it rains, the 
walls here pick up a current 
(become electrified),” she 
said. “They are bad, but | 
don't know to what degree 
they would fall. They are all 
cracked; the building, the 
structure is very old.” 

For decades in Cuba, resi- 
dential construction was 
wholly controlled by the 
socialist government and 
no legal real estate market 
existed. People could not 
sell homes. 

In 2011, President Raul Cas- 
tro authorized the buying 
and selling of homes as 
a way to reactivate the 
economy, giving more 
space to private enterprise. 
Thousands of people ac- 
quired houses or invested in 
fixing up the ones they had, 
which suddenly gained 
capital value. 

With an increase in tourism 
and a rapprochement with 
the United States in the mid- 
dle of that decade, some 
areas like Old Havana saw 
a wave of gentrification, 
often aided by funds from 
families in the U.S. That hit 
a wall with the pandemic 
and Trump-era sanctions.) 


Former education minister in Brazil is 
jailed in graft probe 


By DEBORA ALVARES 
Associated Press 

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — A 
former education minis- 
ter of Brazil’s President Jair 
Bolsonaro was arrested on 
Wednesday in connec- 
tion with a federal police 
corruption investigation, 
further hurting the far-right 
leader's bid for reelection. 
Milton Ribeiro left the post 
in March after Brazilian me- 
dia reported leaked con- 
versations of him with may- 
ors who would allegedly 
be favored by the federal 
government in the distribu- 
tion of the budget. 

The leaked conversations 
reported by Brazilian me- 


dia showed in March that 
Ribeiro had two Evangeli- 
cal pastors as unofficial in- 
termediaries approaching 
mayors who could help 
Bolsonaro’s campaign. The 
former minister is an evan- 
gelical pastor himself. 

Both favored municipali- 
ties governed by their allies 
and demanded bribes, in- 
cluding a kilo of gold, the 
reports said. 

Ribeiro is accused of influ- 
ence peddling, corruption, 
prevarication, and admin- 
istrative advocacy - mean- 
ing under Brazilian law he 
could have used his min- 
isterial job to promote pri- 
vate interests. 


The former minister denied 
any wrongdoing when the 
scandal broke. 

Bolsonaro, who at the time 
said he would “put his 
face to the fire” for Ribeiro, 
changed his narrative af- 
ter his former minister was 
jailed. 

“If he is guilty, he will pay,” 
Bolsonaro said in a radio in- 
terview. “Let him answer for 
his actions. | pray to God 
that there is no problem. 
But if there is a problem, 
the federal police are in- 
vestigating. It’s a sign that 
| don’t interfere with the 
federal police because it 
would be staining me, ob- 
viously.” 


Federal police leave the headquarters of the Education Ministry 


oo 


after searching for evidence connected to the work of former 
Education Minister Milton Ribeiro in Brasilia, Brazil, Wednesday, 


June 22, 2022. 


Brazil’s president is facing 
an uphill battle for his re- 
election. Former President 
Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva 


Associated Press 


leads all polls for October’s 
vote. He hopes to return to 
the job he had between 
2003-2010.) 
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Bowls Noodle Bar invites you to a Happy Hour with a unique flavor 


Bowls Noodle Bar recently opened at their new loca- 
tion at The Village, near the High Rise Hotels. To cel- 
ebrate, they are launching their new Happy Hour from 
9pm to 11pm every day. 


Serving a variety of Japanese soups. Choose from fresh ramen, 
udon, and rice noodles. Served in Soups and Stir Fry. 


pes 
ls” 
Happy Hour 


Every Day9 PM-11PM 


DTeliF-lmceM a lelain 
Tuesday 5 PM- 11:30PM 
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10% OFF Deliveries 


on orders via food-aw.com 


opened at the Hyatt by the airport, and 
was in the process of opening a second 
location at The Village when the pan- 
demic hit. Due to the consequences of 
the pandemic, they decided to close 
the restaurant by the airport and open 
their new location at The Village. Their 
new location has been open for about 
six months to great results. 


At The Village, night time is the best 
time. This is why they are now offering a 
daily Happy Hour, from 9pm to 11pm. It 
includes $3 beer and $5 cocktails. 

Their cocktails are made in-house with a 
unique fusion of Asian flavors, for exam- 
ple, the popular purple Ube Mojito, with 
the flavor of traditional Ube, a Japanese 
dessert; the Blue Samurai with ginger fla- 
vor; and the refreshing Fruity Blossoms, 
with a flavor encompassing the Sakura, 
the famous Japanese Cherry Blossoms. 
You can try all these for only $5 each 
during Happy Hour. 


Fusion is at the core of the unique flavors 
of Bowls Noodle Bar, and this is expressed 
beautifully in their traditional Japanese 
soups. They are the only restaurant in 
Aruba that has most of the noodles tra- 
ditionally used, Udon, Ramen, and Rice 
noodles. Ramen noodles, served fresh, 
are a surprising flavor for those who are 
used to dried ramen noodles.They also 
have Jasmine rice for the rice bowls. 


Their authentic soups are the highlight 
and star. Chef Warren explains that 
there are four main components to the 
soup: the broth, the noodles, tare, and 
the oil, and these are very important for 
the traditional Japanese soups. At Bowls 
Noodle Bar, they have a wide variety of 
flavors to cater to every taste, like the 
famous Pork Chashu. It comes with fresh 
ramen noodles, and it’s the pride of 
Bowls Noodle Bar. Chef Warren says that 
the broth for this soup takes two to three 


Before the pandemic, Bowls Noodle Bar 


days to make, and is made in-house, 


with fresh and delicious ingredients. They 
also cater to vegetarians and vegans, 
with various options on the menu like 
tofu mushroom soup, vegetable gyoza, 
wonton, and fresh kimchi fermented at 
the restaurant. 


The wok concept also allows you to cre- 
ate your own unique dish, choosing your 
base, protein, vegetables and sauce. 


Origin 

The founders of Bowls Noodle Bar, Dex- 
ter Moreno and his partner Lai, opened 
their first location on Cura¢ao. They 
traveled to Japan to study Japanese 
Cuisine, and they fell in love with Jap- 
anese soup. Lai’s parents are Chinese, 
and this is the start of the Asian-fusion 
flavors that are both surprising and de- 
lectable, combining Japanese, Chinese 
and even some Korean cuisine. Chef 
Warren was trained in these traditional 
flavors by the founders themselves. 


They came to Aruba where Dexter ap- 
proached some ex-colleagues in the in- 
dustry to open a location on the island, 
and with a local team, opened Bowls 
Noodle Bar Aruba with a more extensive 
menu. 


Opening hours are Monday to Thurs- 
day 590m — 11:30om; Friday and Sat- 
urday 509m — 126m; and Sunday 5pm 
— 11:30pm. Come visit for great atmo- 
sphere, delicious flavors, and a Happy 
Hour to remember!) 
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Bonus 4-Card BINGO 


| en starting at 1pm! THE SHOPS 
US £7 for Acard BNEO | Bones toy | AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


. : Si LOX 0) fin Gadp [Pitkzas Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
f \ G ) ) 0) %, Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


St Jo SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TwWuPpsSDA WE Jockpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
a a Poser isc Ptr Sit! ident The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 


purchase your card before noon! Coming Soon: Auntie Anne's Pretzels 


EAGLE BEACH - Recenily, 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
representative Mr. Mario 
Arends had the great plea- 
sure in honoring many loyal 
Aruba visitors with their dis- 
tinctive certificates. These 
certificates are a way to 
say “Masha Danki” for con- 
tinuously choosing Aruba 
as a favorite vacation des- 
tination. The titles are as 
following: 10+ years “Distin- 
guished Visitor”, 20+ years 
“Goodwill | Ambassador” 
and 36+ years “Emerald 
Ambassador”. 


The honorees are Mr. Allan 
D. Tyrrell Jr. resident of Ohio, 
and Ms. Brenda Longbrake, 
also resident of Ohio, who 
have been honored as 
Goodwill Ambassadors. 


This symbolic honorary title 
is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba 
between the 10-20-35 and 
more consecutive year 
mark. 

The honorees love coming 
to the Island for its beauti- 
ful beaches, Outstanding 
resort, friendly people of 
Aruba, healing powers of 
the ocean and the adven- 
tures and family traditions. 


Arends together with the 
representatives of Costa 
Linda Beach Resort pre- 
sented the certificates to 
the honorees, handed over 
some presents and also 
thanked them for choos- 
ing Aruba as their favorite 


vacation destination and as their home-away-from- home.l) 
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ORANJESTAD - We would like to por- 
trait you! By inviting you to send us 
your favorite vacation picture while 
enjoying our Happy Island. Com- 
plete the sentence: Aruba to me is 
vaneees Send your picture with that text 
(including your name and where 
you are from) to: news@arubatoday. 
com and we will publish your vaca- 
tion memory. Isn't that a special way 
to keep your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submitting photos, 
text or any other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba Today News- 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and 
any of its affiliated companies to use 
said materials, as well as names, like- 
ness, etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our web- 
site and Facebook page! Thank you 
for supporting our free newspaper, 
we strive to make you a happy read- 
er every day again.L) 
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Consumer Price Index for the base period of June 2019 - May 2022 


The Central Bureau of Sta- 
tistics presents the most 
important findings for the 


a group, show an increase 
of 0.4% and had an effect 
of 0.34 ppts on the CPI. 


Table 2 Percentage change by sector 


Consumer Price Index 

(CPI) for the month of May (4, 10,0000 AEN on AC on Ns Change in prices of Food 
2022.06.22 G1 Food and non-alcoholic beverages 1,087.7 016 14 51 97 48 & catering services in May 
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April 2022 (102.16) O09. Recreation ond culture 1,013.3 0.13 14 34 L.6 13 “Eood at home” showed 
and accumulating an in- |7° fever on ae oe oe a8 ot an increase of 1.4% in May, 
g 11 Rest Ui t hotet, 4470 0.02 o5 35 63 29 
esfawants and hotets 
crease of 1.9% up to and 12 Miscellaneous goods and serwices 31,2226 nn? 0? 0? 24 11 as ten (10) of the eleven 


including May of this year. 
The percentage change 
of the CPI over the last 
twelve (12) months (May 
2021 to May 2022) is 5.2, an 
increase of 5.4 percentage 
points (ppts) compared to 
the percentage change 
for the same period of last 
year (-0.2%). 


The period average (last 
24 months) percentage 
change of the CPI for the 
periods May 2020 to May 


2021 and May 2021 to May 
2022 is 3.0%, an increase of 
5.2 ppts compared to the 
period average percent- 
age change over the peri- 
ods May 2019 to May 2020 
and May 2020 to May 2021 
(-2.2%). During this month, 
eight (8) of the twelve (12) 
sectors registered increases 
in prices. The increases that 
had the greatest influence 
on the CPI were registered 
for the “Food and non-al- 
coholic beverages” (1.4%), 
“Health” (6.8%) and “Cloth- 
ing and footwear” (5.0%) 
sectors, which contributed 
with an effect of 0.16, 0.14 
and 0.12 ppts, respectively. 
The increases in the remain- 
ing sectors had an effect 
of 0.13 ppts on the CPI of 
May 2022. 


Aforementioned increases 
were partially offset mainly 


Source; Central Bureau of Statistics Aruba 


by a decrease in the index 
for the “Recreation and 
culture” = (-1.4%) — sector, 
causing an effect of -0.13 
ppts. The decreases in the 
remaining sectors had an 
effect of -0.09 ppts on the 
CPI of May 2022. 

The increase in the “Food 
and non-alcoholic bever- 
ages” sector was mainly 
due to an increase in the 
category “Food” (1.5%), 
which contributed to an 
effect of 0.15. The increase 
in the “Health” sector was 
mainly due to an increase 
in the category “Medical 
products, appliances and 
equipment” (9.3%), which 
contributed to an effect 
of 0.12 ppts. The increase 
in the “Clothing and foot- 
wear” sector was mainly 
due to an increase in the 
category “Clothing” (5.5%), 
which contributed to an ef- 
fect of 0.11. 

The decrease in the “Rec- 
reation and culture” sec- 
tor was mainly due to a 
decrease in the category 
“Holidays” (-4.8%), which 
contributed to an effect of 
-0.14 ppts. 


Consumption basket 

The consumption basket 
of the CPI consists of 408 
goods and services. Com- 
pared to April 2022, 52.2% 


Table 1 Overview percentage change of the CPI 


of these products had an 
increase in price, Causing 
an effect of 0.89 ppts, while 
29.2% showed a decrease, 
contributing to an effect of 
-0.57 ppts and the remain- 
ing 18.6% had no change in 
price. The prices of goods 
increased by 0.8% and 
caused an influence of 0.49 
ppts. The prices of services 
showed a decrease of 
0.4% and had an influence 
of -0.16 ppts on the CPI of 
May 2022. 


Core inflation 

The CPIC (core inflation) 
- CPI excluding the effect 
of energy and food - was 
1.7% in May 2022. The en- 
ergy index - which consists 
of the products: electricity, 
water, gasoline and die- 
sel — was 8.7%. The food in- 
dex showed an increase of 
4.0%. 


Subsistence level 

The subsistence level for 
a household consisting of 
two (2) adults and two (2) 
children (aged 0-14 years) 
in May 2022 is Afl. 5,046, an 
increase of Afl. 294 com- 
pared to May 2021 (Afi. 
4,752).The subsistence level 
for a single adult household 
is Afl. 2,403, an increase of 
Afl. 140 compared to May 
2021 (Afl. 2,263). 


Change in prices of crude 
oil, utilities, gasoline and 
diesel in May 2022 

The prices of utilities (elec- 
tricity and water), gaso- 
line and diesel are for the 
greater part determined 
by international crude oil 
prices. In May 2022 the av- 
erage price per barrel of 
crude oil (US$ 109.31) had 
an increase of US$ 7.02 
(6.9%) compared to April 
2022 (US$ 102.29). 


The prices of electricity and 
water did not change com- 
pared to April 2022. Subse- 
quently, the average elec- 
tricity price per household 
remained at Afl. 240.09, 
while the average price of 
water per household re- 
mained at Afl. 137.05. 


In May 2022 the price of 
gasoline registered a de- 
crease of Afl. 2.00 cents 
(-0.7%) and had an effect 
of -0.04 ppts on the CPI. The 
price of diesel registered an 
increase of Afl. 14.50 cents 
(5.3%) and had an effect of 
0.02 ppts on the CPI of May 
2022. 


In May 2022, utilities, gaso- 
line and diesel as a group 
showed a decrease _ in 
price of 0.1% compared to 
April 2022, and had an_ in- 
fluence of -0.02 ppts on the 
CPI, while the remaining 
404 goods and services, as 


(11) “Food at home” indi- 
ces increased in May 2022. 
The “Milk, cheese and 
eggs” index 

registered the largest in- 
crease (5.0%) in May 2022. 
Furthermore, other signifi- 
cant increases were post- 
edin the indices for “Meat” 
(1.8%), “Fish and other sea- 
food” (1.7%), “Potatoes 
and other tubers” (1.5%) 
and “Vegetables” (1.0%). 
The only decrease was reg- 
istered in the index of “Oils 
and fats” (-0.1%). 


Over the last twelve (12) 
months, the “Food & cater- 
ing services” has increased 
by 8.5%. The “Food at 
home” index showed an 
increase of 9.7%, where alll 
of the “Food at home” in- 
dices increased over the 
last year. The “Oils and fats” 
index increased by 21.0%, 
the largest increase among 
the “Food at home” food 
groups. Furthermore, other 
significant increases were 
posted in the indices for 
“Milk, cheese and eggs” 


In May 2022, “Food at 
home” and “Food away 
from home” as a group 
showed an increase in 
price of 1.1% compared 
to April 2022, and had an 
influence of 0.17 ppts on 
the CPI, while the remain- 
ing goods and services, as 
a group, experienced an 
increase in price of 0.2%, 
causing an effect of 0.15 
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Millennial Money: 4 items for your midyear money checklist 


By LAUREN SCHWAHN of 
NerdWallet 

A lot can happen in six 
months. That’s why, as we 
close out the first half of 
the year, it makes sense to 
check in on your financial 
life. 

“With inflation, | think peo- 
ple this year are more 
heavily impacted than 
they probably have been 
in many years leading up 
to this point,” says Jason 
Dall’'Acqua, a certified fi- 
nancial planner and found- 
er of Crest Wealth Advisors 
in Annapolis, Maryland. “So 
it’s A good time to see how 
things have been going ... 
as well as plan for what lies 
ahead in the remainder of 
the year.” 

So where should you start? 
Add these four items to your 
midyear money checklist. 
1. REVIEW YOUR INCOME, 
EXPENSES AND GOALS 

You don’t have to tally up 
every penny you've made 
and spent over the last six 
months. But taking a few 
minutes to check a bank or 
budget app can help you 
better understand your fi- 
nances and course-correct 
if necessary. 

“Right now with inflation, 
even if you had a budget 
back in January, it proba- 
bly is not the same as it is to- 
day. There are some things 
that are going to need to 


In this June 15, 2018, file photo, cash is fanned out from a wallet 
in North Andover, Mass. 


be changed. So it’s just re- 
ally resetting and figuring 
out where you stand today 
versus where you thought 
you were going to stand 
today,” says Kayla Welte, 
a CFP with District Capital 
Management who lives in 
Denver. Look for opportuni- 
ties to scale back if you’ve 
spent more than anticipat- 
ed. For example, you can 
dine out less or cancel sub- 
scription services you rarely 
use. “Any excess spending 
that you’ve been doing, 
you may have to cut down 
to account for this high- 
er cost of things that you 
absolutely have to buy,” 
Welte says. 

If you set money resolutions 
or other financial goals 
earlier this year, check on 
those too. Have you saved 


Associated Press 


as much toward retirement 
or an emergency fund as 
you planned? Are you on 
track to pay off debte¢ 

2. DEAL WITH DEBT 

Debt is becoming more ex- 
pensive to carry due to ris- 
ing interest rates. Pay down 
debts sooner, particularly 
those with variable interest 
rates, fo save money. These 
debts might include credit 
cards, personal loans or 
adjustable-rate mortgages. 
Concentrate on reducing 
your highest-rate debt first, 
then move on to the next 
highest. Dall’Acqua_ also 
suggests switching from 
variable-rate to fixed-rate 
options by refinancing, if 
possible. “If you can lock in 
the fixed rate now, you're 
likely to be saving yourself 
significantly in interest costs 


over time,” he says. 

Be aware of end dates for 
loans in forbearance. For 
instance, federal student 
loan payments will resume 
on Sept. 1, barring another 
extension. 

“At this point they have 
been on pause for nearly 
two years,” Dall’Acqua 
says. “So if that money has 
gotten lost within (peo- 
ple’s) overall spending, it’s 
going to be a big shock 
when they then have to re- 
sume paying.” 

Setting aside money now 
in a separate savings fund 
can help soften the blow. 
3. PLAN HOLIDAY SHOP- 
PING 

Inflation could make holi- 
day gifts a little pricier this 
year. Create a shopping list 
and think about how much 
you can afford to spend. 
“Figure out what that would 
require for you to start sav- 
ing on a weekly or monthly 
basis and start putting that 
money aside right now,” 
Dall’Acqua says. 

Starting on shopping early 
can also help you manage 
the cost without accruing 
debt. Many retailers host 
major sale events in the 
summer, so you'll find dis- 
counts well before Black 
Friday. Amazon's Prime 
Day is coming in July. So is 
the Nordstrom Anniversary 
Sale. 


4. EXAMINE YOUR TAXES 
AND BENEFITS 

Welte recommends using 
an online tax calculator to 
check whether you're with- 
holding too much or too lit- 
tle. This can help you avoid 
getting hit with a big tax 
bill unexpectedly or miss- 
ing out on extra cash you 
may need now. “If you do 
the math and you’re going 
to get a $6,000 tax refund, 
it would be a great time 
to change your W-4s, get 
more money in your pock- 
et now to pay for these 
excess costs that are com- 
ing up with inflation rather 
than waiting until next April 
to get that refund,” Welte 
says. If you need to make 
adjustments, fill out a new 
Form W-4 (you can find this 
on the IRS website) and 
submit it fo your employer. 
While you’re at it, evalu- 
ate your employee benefit 
selections. These benefits 
can include health insur- 
ance, life insurance, health 
savings accounts and flex- 
ible spending accounts, 
plus perks like gym mem- 
berships. Reviewing your 
choices in the summer can 
prevent you from becom- 
ing overwhelmed in Octo- 
ber and November, when 
open enrollment begins for 
most companies, says Joe 
Bautista, a CFP in Lake Os- 
wego, Oregon.L) 


Labor board takes Starbucks to court 
over alleged violations 


By DEE-ANN DURBIN 

AP Business Writer 

The National Labor Rela- 
tions Board is asking a fed- 
eral court to order Star- 
bucks to stop. interfering 
with unionization efforts at 
its U.S. stores. 

It’s the third time the board 
has filed a case in federal 
court against Starbucks 
since December, when a 
store in Buffalo, New York, 
became the coffee chain's 
first location in decades to 
unionize. Since then, more 
than 289 U.S. stores have 
petitioned the NLRB to hold 
union elections and at least 
151 stores have voted to 
unionize. Starbucks oppos- 
es the unionization effort, 


saying its stores function 
better when it works direct- 
ly with employees. 

The NLRB’s regional direc- 
tor in Buffalo, New York, 
fled the petition Tuesday 
in U.S. District Court in west- 
ern New York. If asks the 
court to order Starbucks to 
reinstate seven Buffalo em- 
ployees it says were unlaw- 
fully fired for trying to form a 
union. It also seeks to force 
Starbucks to bargain with a 
store whose union election 
was allegedly tainted by 
Starbucks’ repeated anti- 
union activity. 

But more broadly, the peti- 
tion asks the court to order 
Starbucks to halt a_vari- 
ety of activities at all of its 


U.S. stores, including offer- 
ing benefits to non-union 
stores, threatening reprisals 
for employees who sup- 
port unionization, refusing 
to bargain with stores that 
have voted to unionize and 
temporarily or permanently 
closing stores. 

Earlier this month,  Star- 
bucks announced plans 
to permanently close a 
store in Ithaca, New York, 
that had voted to union- 
ize. Employees at the store 
said the company is retali- 
ating for their labor activ- 
ism. Starbucks, which oper- 
ates 9,000 U.S. stores, said it 
opens and closes locations 
regularly and based its de- 
cision on staffing and other 


Pro-union pins sit on a table during a watch party for Starbucks’ 
employees union election, Dec. 9, 2021, in Buffalo, N.Y. 
Associated Press 


problems at the store. 

In its petition, the NLRB al- 
leged Starbucks commit- 
ted numerous violations 
of U.S. labor law in Buffalo, 
including surveilling em- 
ployees about unionization 
plans by listening in to con- 
versations on their head- 


sets, promising higher pay 
and better benefits if they 
didn’t unionize and. inter- 
rogating them for wearing 
union pins. 

A message seeking com- 
ment was left with Seattle- 
based Starbucks Corp. 
Tuesday.L) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 44Goto 
1 Arthurof 45 Cuts off 
the courts 
5 Gup 
halder 
11 Cajole 
12 Take for 
granted 
13 Easy win 
14 lncrease discussion 16 Use pews 30 Tentative 
15Tangled 4Gives 49Finalizes taste 


up the boot 20 Writer 31 Threat 
17 Peyton's 5 Window Ferber ending 


brother : a 21Blacken 35 Transmit 
18 Old . 22 Course  36Keen 


characters ‘flowers | 
D2Historic «4 Depleted = “Y 37 Tripod tio 
23 Steel 38 Geologic 


event 8 Recipe . 
24 Digging unit ingredient  — penod 
28 Make void 39 Undoing 


tool 9 Running 
25 Spanish bird 29 Knight's word 
40 Turn bad 


gold 

26 Words 
with pickle 
or jam 

27 Batch of 
drinks 

30 Eneray 
choice 

32 ATM 
button 

33 Tax org. 

34 Brake's 
neighbor 

38 lncense 

41 Adore 

42 Cheer for 

43 Big gulp 


DOWN 

1 Plot 
unit 

2 Shortly 

3 Produce 
after much 


IN] CIE} S]TBMEe|T 


Yesterday's answer 


10 Gym unit foe 


AXYDLBAAKR 
is LONGRPELLOW 
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three Los. X tor the hwo (Ys, ele. Single letlers, 
upostroplies, the length and) fonmation of the words 
are all hints. Bach day the conle letlers are alifherent. 
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From ‘carp’ to ‘copi’: 
getting a makeover 
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Asian carp, jolted by an electric eunieni from a research boat, 
jump from the Illinois River near Havana, Ill., June 13, 2012. 


By JOHN FLESHER 

AP Environmental Writer 
TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) 
— You're in the mood for 
fish and your server sug- 
gests a dish of invasive 
carp. Ugh, you might say. 
But how about broiled 
copi, fresh from the Missis- 
sippi River? 

Here’s the catch: They're 
the same thing. 

Illinois and partner organi- 
zations kicked off a market- 
tested campaign Wednes- 
day to rechristen as “copi” 
four species previously 
known collectively as Asian 
carp, hoping the new label 
will make them more at- 
tractive to U.S. consumers. 
Turning carp into a popular 
household and restaurant 
menu item is one way offi- 
cials hope to rein in a de- 
cades-old invasion threat- 
ening native fish, mussels 
and aquatic plants in the 
Mississippi and other Mid- 
western rivers, as well as 
the Great Lakes. 

“The ‘carp’ name is so 
harsh that people won't 
even try it,” said Kevin Irons, 
assistant fisheries chief with 
the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources. “But it’s 
healthy, clean and it really 
tastes pretty darn good.” 
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The federal Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative is fund- 
ing the five-year, $600,000 
project to rebrand the carp 
and make them widely 
available. More than two 
dozen distributors, proces- 
sors, restaurants and retail- 
ers have signed on. Most 
are in Illinois, but some de- 
liver to multiple states or 
nationwide. 

“This could be a tremen- 
dous breakthrough,” said 
John Goss, who led the 
Obama — administration's 
effort to halt the carp inva- 
sion and worked on the re- 
naming project. “The next 
couple of years are very 
critical for building confi- 
dence and acceptance.” 
Span, a Chicago commu- 
nications design company, 
came up with “copi.” It’s 
an abbreviated wordplay 
on “copious” — a refer- 
ence to the booming pop- 
ulations of bighead, silver, 
grass and black carp in the 
U.S. heartland. 

Imported from Asia in the 
1960s-70s to gobble algae 
from Deep South sewage 
lagoons and fish farms, 
they escaped into the Mis- 
sissippi. They've infested 


most of the river and many 
tributaries, 


crowding out 


4/1 


unpopular fish 


native species like bass 
and crappie. 
Regulators have spent 


more than $600 million to 
keep them from the Great 
Lakes and waters such as 
Lake Barkley on the Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee line. Strat- 
egies include placing elec- 
tric barriers at choke points 
and hiring crews to harvest 
the fish for products such 
as fertilizer and pet food. 
Other technologies — un- 
derwater noisemakers, air 
bubble curtains — are in 
the works. 

It would help if more peo- 
ple ate the critters, which 
are popular in other coun- 
tries. Officials estimate up 
to 50 million pounds (22.7 
million kilograms) could be 
netted annually in the Illi- 
nois River between the Mis- 
sissippi and Lake Michigan. 
Even more are available 
from the Midwest to the 
Gulf Coast. 

“Government subsidies 
alone will not end this war,” 
Goss said. “Private-sector, 
market-driven demand 
for copi could be our best 
hope.” 

In the U.S., carp are known 
primarily as muddy-tasting 
bottom feeders. Bighead 
and silver carp, the primary 
targets of the “copi” cam- 
paign, live higher in the 
water column, feeding on 
algae and plankton. Grass 
carp eat aquatic plants, 
while black carp prefer 
mussels and snails. All four 
are high in omega-3 fatty 
acids and low in mercury 
and other contaminants, 
Irons said. 

“It has a nice, mild flavor 
... @ pleasant surprise that 
should help fix its reputa- 
tion,” said Brian Jupiter, a 
Chicago chef who plans 
to offer a copi po'boy 
sandwich at his Ina Mae 
Tavern. The fish is adapt- 
able to numerous cuisines 
including Cajun, Asian and 
Latin, he said. 

Yet it could be a hard sell, 
particularly because the 
fish's notorious boniness 
makes it challenging to 
produce fillets many din- 
ers expect, Jupiter added. 
Some of the best reci- 
pes may use chopped or 
ground copi, he said.) 


A security surveillance cam- 
era is seen near the Microsoft 
office building in Beijing, July 
20, 2021. 
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Microsoft: 
Russian cyber 
spying targets 
42 Ukraine allies 


By FRANK BAJAK 
Associated Press 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Coin- 
ciding with unrelenting cy- 
berattacks against Ukraine, 
state-backed Russian 
hackers have engaged 
in "strategic espionage" 
against governments, think 
tanks, businesses and aid 
groups in 42 countries sup- 
porting Kyiv, Microsoft said 
in a report Wednesday. 
"Since the start of the war, 
the Russian targeting (of 
Ukraine's allies) has been 
successful 29 percent of 
the time," Microsoft Presi- 
dent Brad Smith wrote, with 
data stolen in at least one- 
quarter of the successful 
network intrusions, 

"As a coalition of coun- 
tries has come together 
to defend Ukraine, Rus- 
sian intelligence agencies 
have stepped up network 
penetration and espio- 
nage activities targeting 
allied governments outside 
Ukraine," Smith said. Nearly 
two-thirds of the cyberes- 
pionage targets involved 
NATO members. The United 
States was the prime target 
and Poland, the main con- 
duit for military assistance 
flowing to Ukraine, was No. 
2. In the past two months, 
Denmark, Norway, Finland, 
Sweden and Turkey have 
seen stepped-up target- 
ing, A striking exception is 
Estonia, where Microsoft 
said it has detected no Rus- 
sian cyber intrusions since 
Russia invaded Ukraine 
on Feb. 24. The company 
credited Estonia's adop- 
tion of cloud computing, 
where it's easier to detect 
intruders. "Significant col- 
lective defensive weak- 
nesses remain" among 
some other European gov- 
ernments, Microsoft said, 
without identifying them.) 
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HTTA 

Tierra Del Sol 

Wespunt Arachi beach 

3 Bedroom ,2 bath 

Ocean view fully furnished 
With garage 

Price : $ 475 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 Bedroom , 3 bath 
Ground floor 

Price :$900K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Gold Coast 

24 hour security 

3 Bedroom 3 Bath 

Town house fully furnished 
Price : $450 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Gold Coast 

24 hour security 

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 bath 
Price :$425 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK #25 room #2547 
Ocean Front $6K 

1 BR WK #26/27 room #2520 
$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK #25 room #2317 
Pool /ocean view $5K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Eagle Beach 

2 BR WK 27 room #1011 
Ground floor pool ocean 
Price :$8K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
House For sale 
Tanki leendert 
2 Bedroom , 2 bath 
468m2 property land 
Price : $225 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215554 


=m Time Share Resales + Realty i 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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HTTA 

Marriott Ocean club 
Palm Beach 

Gold season 

1 BR Ocean view 

Price :$6K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK #21 room #2330 
1BR WK #21 room #2320 
Harbor /ocean view 

Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK #24 room #2132 
Harbor /ocean view 

Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wks 20 and 21 — F101 AB /2 

BR/ 2 Bath 

Ground Floor, Pool View 

$900 each 

Contact: josflak@hotmail.com 
215435 


Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. 
Aruba Bank N.V. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 
Acc.#23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 
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Xiomara Arends 
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HEALTH 


vr 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 

San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 5242424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


(Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Thriller ‘The Black Phone’ is captivating, really 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
Phones in serial killer mov- 
ies are usually used by the 
deranged hunters to taunt 
the police or carefully tell 
victims how they’ll die. But 
in “The Black Phone” it’s the 
other way around, fitting 
for a horror-thriller that flips 
many of the genre’s for- 
mula. The serial killer at the 
heart of Scott Derrickson’s 
latest film is clueless about 
the chunky wall-mounted 
rotary phone in his sound- 
proof dungeon. He fells his 
victims it hasn't worked in 
years. They think otherwise: 
They use it to communicate 
with each other. 

The kid-centric thriller “The 
Black Phone” is a very sat- 
isfying balancing act of a 
movie that has elements 
of supernatural, psycho- 
logical suspense and horror 
but never falls heavily into 
a single camp. It also has 
one of the most satisfying 
ending of a horror-thriller in 
recent years. 

The film — set in northern 
Denver in 1978 — follows 
13-year-old Finney, played 
with real verve by new- 
comer Mason Thames. The 
filmmakers establish a grim 
mood right from the start, 
with wide-scale bullying, 
school-yard fights, bloody 
bruises and alcoholic and 
abusive parents. Add to this 
mix, the low-level buzz of 
homemade missing posters 


This image released by Universal Pictures shows Ethan Hawke, left, and Mason Thames in a scene 


from “The Black Phone.” 


on walls. There’s a serial kill- 
er prowling, nicknamed The 
Grabber, (In a nod to John 
Wayne Gacy, he’s a pro- 
fessional magician. And in 
perhaps another nod to The 
Steve Miller Band, he drives 
around in a black truck 
emblazoned with the word 
“Abracadabra,” fitting 
the lyrics “l wanna reach 
out and grab ya.”) Five 
teen boys have vanished. 
Finney — and his spunky 
younger sister, a fabulous 
Madeleine McGraw — are 
old enough to understand 
stranger abduction but still 
young enough to think that 


saying his name out loud is 
unlucky. 

Finney knows a few of 
the victims but gets a first- 
hand knowledge when The 
Grabber — a_ confusing 
Ethan Hawke — nabs him 
and locks him in his base- 
ment, a space meant to 
hold humans. It’s carefully 
curated except for that 
black phone the killer says 
is disconnected, it’s wires 
cut. So why does it keep 
ringing for Finney? 

Poor Hawk is marooned as 
another one of those pure 
movie psychos, by _ turns 
gentlemanly and menac- 
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ing. We've seen his like 
before, a chilling precision 
with enunciation and that 
relentless, bloodless toy- 
ing with his victim. His only 
stand-out quality is a very 
good collection of creepy 
masks. (Halloween will be 
super nuts this year if this 
movie takes off.) 

“The Black Phone” is in 
some ways a reteaming of 
the guys who made “Sinis- 
ter” in 2012 — Derrickson 
and cowriter C. Robert Car- 
gill partnered with produc- 
er Jason Blum and Hawke 
for that one, too. This time, 
they’re leaning on horror 


royalty — the source ma- 
terial is a short story by Joe 
Hill, the pen name of Joe 
King, son of Stephen King. 
The filmmakers, fo my mind, 
lean a little too much on 
the supernatural to free 
Finney — does the phone 
really need to periodically 
beat like a heart? — but 
that’s me. The movie has 
a “Stranger Things’-meets- 
“Room” vibe and even na- 
mechecks a film deep in 
its debt: “Texas Chain Saw 
Massacre.” 

The film’s tagline is “Don't 
Talk to Strangers” and it’s 
painfully wrong. While ap- 
plicable to The Grabber, 
Finn learns that the voices 
on the other end of the 
black phone are his previ- 
ous victims. They're help- 
ing him, each call a way 
to outwit The Grabber and, 
put together, a way home 
safe. “Use what we gave 
you,” one disembodied 
voice counsels. 

What makes “The Black 
Phone” stand out is how it 
perfectly captures what 
growing up was like in the 
often raw ‘70s and an ut- 
ter respect for the world 
of kids. Every adult is either 
dismissive and distant — or 
downright murderous. At 
its center is the fraternity of 
teen victims and the bond 
between sister and brother 
working against the twisted 
adult world. It will, uh, grab 
you.L) 


Chaka Khan sings the national anthem before the NBA All-Star 
basketball game, on Feb. 16, 2020, in Chicago. 
Associated Press 


Chaka Khan, Ukraine tribute highlight 
Boston Pops show 


BOSTON (AP) — The Boston 
Pops Fireworks Spectacular 
on the July Fourth holiday 
this year will feature guest 
artist and 10-time Gram- 
my winner Chaka Khan as 
well as a performance of 
the Ukrainian national an- 
them, the Boston Sympho- 
ny Orchestra announced 
Wednesday. 

The show at the Hatch Me- 
morial Shell on the Charles 
River Esplanade — the first 
full holiday concert since 
2019 because of the coro- 
navirus pandemic — will 
also feature “The Voice” 
winner Javier Colon, Tony 
and Grammy — winner 
Heather Headley, the Tan- 


glewood Festival Chorus, 
the Middlesex County Vol- 
unteers Fifes & Drums, and 
the Honor Guard of the 
Massachusetts 54th Volun- 
teer Regiment. 

A portion of the program 
will be dedicated to the 
people of Ukraine, em- 
broiled in a war with Russia, 
including a performance 
of the national anthem, 
“Shche ne vmerla Ukrainy i 
slava, i volia,” which trans- 
lates as “The glory and 
freedom of Ukraine has not 
yet perished.” 

This year’s free show will 
also include a tribute to 
David Mugar, whose sup- 
port of the event starting in 


1974 transformed it from a 
local event into a national 
celebration. Mugar died in 
January. 

The Ukrainian national an- 
them performance “will be 
dedicated to the people of 
Ukraine and the courage 
and perseverance they 
have consistently shown in 
their struggle for their coun- 
try’s continuing indepen- 
dence,” Boston Pops con- 
ductor Keith Lockhart said 
in a statement. 

The 2020 live show was can- 
celed. Last year featured a 
pared-down event. 

The event dates to 1929, 
but was revitalized by 
Mugar in the 1970s.C) 


By LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — The NFL 
and six of its teams have 
filed for arbitration in the 
lawsuit that alleges they en- 
gaged in racial discrimina- 
tion. If the league’s request 
is successful, NFL Commis- 
sioner Roger Goodell would 
be the arbitrator. 

The league and the teams 
fled papers late Tuesday 
with a judge presiding over 
a lawsuit that was filed by 
Brian Flores after he was 
fired in January as head 
coach of the Miami Dol- 


phins. 
The NFL said employment 
agreements with teams 


signed by Flores and other 
coaches contain provisions 
that require the arbitration 
of all disputes. 

Flores now works as an as- 
sistant coach for the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers. Two oth- 
er Black coaches in the 
league — Steve Wilks and 
Ray Horton — joined Flores’ 
lawsuit, in which he alleges 
that the league engages in 
racist hiring practices de- 
spite its claims to the con- 
trary. 

The NFL has insisted the 
lawsuit is “without merit,” 
although Goodell said be- 
fore the Super Bowl that “all 
of the allegations, whether 
they were based on rac- 
ism or discrimination or the 
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NFL seeks arbitration for Flores’ racial discrimination suit 


Miami Dolphins head coach Brian Flores during the second half of an NFL football game against 
the New England Patriots on Jan. 9, 2022, in Miami Gardens, Fla. 


integrity of our game, all of 
those to me were very dis- 
turbing.” 

A Manhattan federal judge 
is unlikely to rule on the ar- 
bitration issue until late sum- 
mer at the earliest. 

David Gottlieb, a lawyer for 
the coaches, said Wednes- 
day that moving the case 
to the secrecy of arbitration 
was, in effect, “stripping our 
clients of their rights.” 
“Arbitration is privatizing 
the judicial branch,” Got- 
tlieb said. “All we're asking 
for is an open and fair pro- 


cess.” 

He said lawyers for Flores 
and the other two coaches 
will argue that the lawsuit 
belongs in federal court 
because any agreements 
calling for arbitration were 
signed with the teams rath- 
er than the league. 

In March, Flores’ attorney 
Douglas Wigdor wrote a 
letter to Goodell, saying 
“arbitration is not transpar- 
ent” and urging him to let 
the lawsuit stay before a 
judge. 

In its papers, the NFLargued 
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that the discrimination law- 
suit’s claims were not prop- 
erly before the Manhattan 
court because multiple 
arbitration agreements 
signed by the coaches re- 
quire arbitration. 

The league also defended 
its record on fighting dis- 
crimination, saying “diversi- 
ty, equity and inclusion are 
core NFL values.” It cited 
its implementation nearly 
two decades ago of the 
“Rooney Rule,” which now 
requires teams to interview 
at least two minority candi- 


dates for any head coach- 
ing opening and at least 
one candidate in person. 
In his February lawsuit, 
Flores said the league re- 
mained “rife with racism” 
and continues to deny 
Black coaches positions for 
racial reasons, making it dif- 
ficult for them to become 
general managers, head 
coaches, offensive and de- 
fensive coordinators and 
quarterbacks coaches in 
particular. 

His lawsuit sought class-ac- 
tion status and unspecified 
damages. In their papers, 
the league — along with 
the New York Giants, Miami 
Dolphins, Denver Broncos, 
Houston Texans, Arizona 
Cardinals and the Tennes- 
see Titans — insisted that 
arbitration agreements will 
require the coaches to as- 
sert their claims individually. 
The filing came hours be- 
fore a House committee 
released a document al- 
leging Washington Com- 
manders owner Dan Sny- 
der conducted a “shadow 
investigation” to discredit 
former employees who 
claimed workplace sexual 
harassment. The document 
said private investigators 
were hired to intimidate 
witnesses and an overseas 
lawsuit was used as a pre- 
text to obtain phone re- 
cords and emails.) 


Williams looks sharper in winning 2nd 
match at Eastbourne 


EASTBOURNE, England (AP) 
— Serena Williams might 
yet win a title in her come- 
back event. 

The American star moved 
into the semifinals of the 
women’s doubles at East- 
boume by partnering Ons 
Jabeur to a 6-2, 6-4 win over 
Shuko Aoyama and Chan 
Hao-ching on Wednesday. 
And, ahead of playing in 
the singles at Wimbledon 
next week, there were 
signs that the 40-year-old 
Williams is regaining some 
sharpness after nearly a 
year out. 

Like the back-to-back pick- 
up shots off her toes early 
in the first set. Like the three 
straight aces on break 
points in the second game 


of the second set. 

Indeed, Williams’ serve — 
the biggest the women’s 
game has ever seen — 
was increasingly impressive 
when under the pump, and 
it was the 23-time Grand 
Slam singles champion who 
served out the match. 

On the five break points 
she faced, she sent down 
four aces and one un- 
returnable serve. Over- 
all, her performance was 
more polished compared 
to Tuesday, when Williams 
and Jabeur needed to win 
a tiebreaker to advance in 
the grass-court tournament 
on the south coast of Eng- 
land. They started much 
quicker against Aoyama 
and Chan, winning the first 


set in 25 minutes. 

Williams was keen to de- 
flect any praise toward her 
partner. 

“| think we played together 
much better today,” she 
said, “although | think we 
played really good togeth- 
er yesterday, too. 

“But Ons really heloed me 
out today. She was play- 
ing so good. | was just look- 
ing at her, like ‘Wow, this is 
great’.” 

Jabeur still appears star- 
struck alongside Williams. 
“I'm getting used to this, 
really,” the Tunisian player 
said, laughing. 

Then, she turned to Williams 
and said: “Do you want to 
play U.S. Open?” 

So, Williams’ competitive 


Serena Williams of the United States and Ons Jabeur of Tunisia 
react after losing a point to Shuko Aoyama of Japan and Hao- 
Ching of Taiwan during their quarterfinal doubles tennis match 
at the Eastbourne International tennis tournament in Eastbourne, 
England, Wednesday, June 22, 2022. 


preparation for Wimble- 
don will take in at least one 
more match. In the semifi- 
nals, Williams and Jabeur 
will face Magda _ Linette 
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and Aleksandra kKrunic, 
who dispatched the sec- 
ond-seeded pair of Gabrie- 
la Dabrowski and Giuliana 
Olmos 6-1, 6-3.) 
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Brittney Griner chosen as honorary WNBA All-Star starter 


By DOUG FEINBERG 

AP Basketball Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Brittney 
Griner will have a place at 
the WNBA All-Star Game, 
being named an_ honor- 
ary starter Wednesday by 
Commissioner Cathy Engel- 
bert. 

Griner has been detained 
in Russia since Feb. 17 af- 
ter authorities at an airport 
outside of Moscow said she 
had vape cartridges con- 
taining cannabis oil in her 
bag. 

"During each season of 
Brittney's career in which 
there has been an All-Star 
Game, she has been se- 
lected as an All-Star," En- 
gelbert said. "It is not dif- 
ficult to imagine that if BG 
were here with us this sea- 
son, she would once again 
be selected and would, no 


Everyday triple points 


Phoenix Mercury center Brittney Griner (42) drives past Chicago Sky forward Candace Parker (3) 
during the first half of Game 1 of the WNBA basketball Finals, Sunday, Oct. 10, 2021, in Phoenix. 
Associated Press 


doubt, show off her incred- 
ible talents. So, it is only fit- 


ting that she be named as and we continue to work 
an honorary starter today on her safe return to the 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


ORCHID CASINO 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 


for you and your party. 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 


U.S." The State Department 
in May designated Griner 
as wrongfully detained, 
moving her case under 
the supervision of its spe- 
cial presidential envoy for 
hostage affairs, who is ef- 
fectively the government's 
chief hostage negotiator. 
Russian state-run news 
agency Tass reported last 
week that Griner's deten- 
tion was extended until at 
least July 2. Another Ameri- 
can, Paul Whelan, has 
been held in Russia since 
December 2018 on espio- 
nage charges he and the 
U.S. government say are 
false. 

Breanna Stewart and A\ja 
Wilson received the most 
votes from fans and were 
selected as co-captains 
for the event. They will be 
joined by Sue Bird and Syl- 
via Fowles, who both have 
announced they will retire 
at the end of the season. 
Bird will set a record with 
her 13th All-Star appear- 
ance. Fowles, who is _ in- 
jured right now, was select- 
ed for her eighth game. 
Stewart and Fowles will be 
paired up as co-captains, 
as will Wilson and Bird, and 
will choose their teams. 
Joining Wilson, Stewart and 
Fowles in the frontcourt 
are Connecticut's Jonquel 
Jones, Los Angeles's Nneka 
Ogwumike and Chicago's 
Candace Parker. The start- 
ing guards, in addition to 
Bird, are New York's Sabri- 
na lonescu and Las Vegas 
teammates Kelsey Plum 
and Jackie Young. 

"For icons like Sylvia and 
Sue to be voted into the 
AT&T WNBA All-Star Game 
as starters in their 15th and 
19th seasons, respectively, 
is extraordinary," Engelbert 
said. "And when you see 
the starting lineups dotted 
with. first-time All-Stars like 
Sabrina lonescu, Kelsey 
Plum, and Jackie Young, it 
just seems right that Sylvia 
and Sue — who have said 
this will be their final season 
— join Aja and Breanna 
as co-captains for an All- 
Star event that will in some 
ways symbolize the passing 
of the torch to a new gen- 
eration of WNBA stars." 
Starters were chosen by a 
combination of fan, media 
and player voting.L) 


